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that of placing five of the common earthen wa
pots upon a man's head; a girl mounts upon the
uppermoft, and thus balancing the pots and the girl,
the man dances round the field. 1 he fame perfon
balances a pole of fixtcen feet loner, the bottom of
which is fixed into a thick cotton fafii or girdle: an-
other man gets upon his bac^:, and from thence runs
up the pole, his hands aiding his feet, with the nim-
bleneis of a fquirrel. lie then proceeds, firfl, to ex-
tend himfelf on the pole upon his belly, and then
upon his back, his legs and arms both times fpread
out He next throws himfelf horizontally from the
pole, which is all the \\hile balanced on the girdle,
holdingonly by his arms* This attitude among the
tumblers is called tha*flag. Thirdly, he Hands upon
his head on the top of the pole, holding btlow the
fummij with his hands. Finally, he throws himfelf
from this laft pofition backwards down the pole, hnlc-
.ing by his hands, then turns over again holding by his
feet, and this is repeated over and over, till he reaches
the ground, Thcfe and a thoufand other feats cotifH-
tutcthe amijfement of the idle, and the fubfiftence ef
a numerous clafs of ftroilers* A detailed account of
them is given by ColoEel Ironfide, and preferved in
the Afiatic Register, a work ably executed, and con-
ftituting the moft valuable repository of oriental
knowledge hitherto in the poftcfiion of the EnglUb
rcaden
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